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Plant Bug Information 
Scouting and treating for plant bugs in cotton is right around the corner. A recent article from 
Dr. Reisig, reviews some different spray programs and considerations. Because of the regional 
nature of this pest, it’s hard to predict the number of sprays that will be necessary, but see 
below thresholds for Pre and Post bloom and options for treatment. Furthermore, insecticide 
efficacy varies across the year, with some insecticides becoming less effective as the year 
progresses. In addition, growers need to be cautious using more broad-spectrum insecticides 
early in the season to preserve beneficial insects. We have formulated a set of 
recommendations to reflect these expectations. 
 

 
For more information, follow the link to the NCSU Tarnished Plant Bug Scouting Guide 
and Thresholds 

 
 

https://cotton.ces.ncsu.edu/2022/06/regional-insecticide-recommendations-for-plant-bugs/
https://cotton.ces.ncsu.edu/insect-scouting-guide/tarnished-plant-bugs/
https://cotton.ces.ncsu.edu/insect-scouting-guide/tarnished-plant-bugs/


 
 

 
 

 



 
 
 

June Planted Peanuts 
With high amounts of May rainfall in parts of the county, there’s some acres of peanuts left to 
still be planted. Below are comments from Dr. Jordan regarding yield as we move into June: 
 
“From a planting date standpoint, it simply depends on the fall.  The data I have attached here I 
think is pretty representative of what can happen.  There is only a minor drop in yield when you 
compare late May to mid-May (in this data set it was about 350 pounds.)  I have seen early May 
yield less than mid-May.  So mid-May is the sweet spot.  The drop from late May to June 15 was 
about 600 pounds per acre.  When compared with mid-May, yield was 1,000 pounds lower for 
mid-June. Knowing every year is different, if they can get them in this week they will be in good 
shape. If it moves to late next week, approaching the June 15 yields, the decision becomes 
difficult and moving to soybean will likely be a better decision.” 
 
See yield information below. Also find an article written in 2018 by Dr. Jordan regarding June 
planted peanuts.  

https://peanut.ces.ncsu.edu/2018/05/planting-peanut-in-june-peanut-notes-no-46-2018/


 
 

 
 
 

Double Crop Soybean Planting 
What is the best soybean maturity group to plant behind wheat? According to an article 
summarizing Dr. Vann’s research on planting date, if you look at the mid-June planting dates, 

https://soybeans.ces.ncsu.edu/2022/03/what-is-the-best-soybean-maturity-group-to-plant-behind-wheat/


whether you were in a low or higher yielding environment, the MG4-7 varieties cut within 5 
bu/A. At mid-July planting dates, the MG5-7 varieties were the highest yielding. Later maturing 
groups will allow more time for growth which means yields are reduced less in these varieties. 
Choosing as late of a maturity group as possible that will still mature before the first frost will 
provide less risk.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Scouting and Managing Stink Bugs in Pre-Tassel Corn 
With corn shooting up, some fields are not too far away from tasseling. It is critical to scout all 
corn when the primary ear is growing and to protect it during the two weeks prior to tasseling. 
See the picture below of the primary ear. When scouting, look for stink bugs one leaf above and 
below once you’ve located the primary ear.  



 



 
 

 

Insecticide control 
Many insecticides in the pyrethroid class are effective for brown stink bug in corn. However, 
bifenthrin is the most effective both because it can be applied at a rate that contains more 
active ingredient than other pyrethroids and because it is more toxic to brown stink bugs. 
Expect only a week residual.  
 
Two critical factors to achieve control are:  

• Coverage- deliver insecticide where the stink bugs are located. Ensure canopy 
penetration with proper nozzle, pressure and volume selection.  

• Timing- the most critical time to treat from V14 to VT is just before the primary ear is 
exposed. Aim to control stink bugs when the primary ear is between these stages, but 
preferably on the early side to avoid banana ear. 
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For any additional questions, contact Dylan Lilley, Hertford County Agriculture Agent, at 252-
358-7822.  
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